
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 2 

 

Year 6: Secrets of the Sarcophagus 

In this topic we will be learning about: Ancient Egypt and other Ancient Civilizations  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:   
Ancient Egyptian craft day, creating a range of wearable Pharoh jewellery. Baking and sampling Ancient Egyptian food.  Children and 
parents/carers invited to take part in our Egyptian quiz.  
Exploring Egyptian artifacts from Maidstone Museum. 
Virtual Hieroglyphics workshop. 
 

English 

Core texts: Howard and the Mummy. The Secrets of a Sun King.  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  

• Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one para-
graph, identifying key details that support the main ideas  

• Retrieve, record and present information effectively from non-
fiction books  

• Explain their understanding through detailed discussions, formal 
presentations and debates  

  

Grammar & Punctuation  

• Use colons to introduce a list and mark boundaries between 
clauses  

• Punctuate bullet points consistently  
  

  

Language & Vocabulary  

• Use dictionaries and thesauruses to check meaning of new 
words and language  
  

Text Structure & Features  

Howard and the Mummy (3 weeks) 

Writing outcome: A diary entry - to write in first person 

• Using inference and deduction skills. 

• Explore Ancient Egypt and the discovery of Tutankhamun.  

• To discover the journey of Howard Carter.  

• To create a series of questions based on my knowledge. 

• To study first-hand accounts of key moments in history. 

• To understand what is stated and what can be inferred from the text 

including the motives and emotions of the reader.  

• Compare these accounts to the modern-day diary entry. Discuss the 

similarities and differences? Does this tell us anything about the times 

period? 

Sources (first-hand accounts): 

• Captain Cook (1773) 

• Moon Landing Source (1969) 

• An evacuee’s account (1940) 

• Howard Carter (1922) 

• Modern day diary entry (2012) 
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• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph using evi-
dence  

• Reflect understanding of audience and purpose through choice 
of grammar, vocabulary and structure  

• Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs  

• Further use organisational and presentational devices to struc-
ture text  

  

Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words  

• Identify audience and purpose of writing  

• Note and develop initial ideas drawing from reading  

• Select appropriate grammar and punctuation and understand 
how these can change/enhance meaning  

• Assess effectiveness of own and others’ writing   

• Propose changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to en-
hance meaning/effectiveness  

• Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register (formal/informal)  

 

Diary entry 

• Create a character profile on Howard Carter.  

• Understand and use the vocabulary appropriate to the time period. 

• Hot seating and drama. 

• Features of a diary entry (start with date, written in first person with 

personal pronouns I/we, informal language, past tense, detailed 

descriptions – senses, chronological order using time adverbials, 

thoughts, feelings, hopes, rhetorical questions? 

• Plan/draft/edit a diary entry.  

 

Secrets of a Sun King (4 weeks) 

Writing outcomes: Fact file, Explanation text, Narrative. 

• Engage in the world of a text – immerse children in the text. 

• Retrieve information from a text. 

• Create an image based on a description 

• Predict using my knowledge of a text.  

• SPaG: to use speech punctuation correctly. 

• Create an information fact file on Tutankhamun. 

• Research and sequence the mummification process.  

• Understand how to structure an explanation text.  

• Plan an explanation text. 

• Write an explanation text.  

• Writing For Fun – narrative writing (to continue the story). 

Science 

We will be learning: Scientists and Inventors throughout history 
Key Vocabulary: fossil, evolution, human, hominin, ancestor, species, grid reference, Laetoli, excavation, Olduvai Gorge, species, illustrator, Arteries, veins, heart, 
capillaries, transport, oxygen, lungs, carbon dioxide, nutrients, red blood cells, white blood cells, antiseptic, anaesthetic, transfusion, chambers, multiracial, 
segregation, arteries, veins, heart, capillaries, diet, healthy, cholesterol, carbohydrate, protein, saturated, unsaturated, dairy 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
• Report and present findings from enquiries, including causal 

relationships, in oral and written forms such as displays and other 
presentations 

• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 

Each week to focus on a key discovery and the person who discovered it. 
 
Black Holes and Stephen Hawking 

• Create two inquiries to explore how Black Holes are formed and how 
they behave, using foil, fabric and a marble! 
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characteristics 

• Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way 
their bodies function 

• Record data using scatter graphs 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils 
provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions 
of years ago 

• Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and 
describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood 

• Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a 
diagram 

• To design a lesson to deliver to Year 1 children based on their Stephen 
Hawking topic.  

 
Classification and the work of Libbie Hyman 

• Discuss the difference between vertebrates and invertebrates. 

• Research an invertebrate and create an information page that Hyman 
could have included in her books 

 
Exploring how diet affects how the body functions and the work of Marie 
Maynard Daly 

• Introduce Marie Maynard Daly and her work on cholesterol and sugar 
in the body 

• Order food by how much cholesterol they may contain 

• Discuss what obstacles Marie had to overcome during the civil rights 
events and Second World War. 

 
Alexander Fleming- recording and interpreting data on the effects of penicillin 

• Explore illnesses caused by microorganisms. 

• Describe Alexander Fleming and his early life. 

• Create a Fleming Freeze Frame to show what they consider to be the 
most significant moment in his discovery. 

• Create a scatter graph to show the effects of penicillin on a bacteria 
colony. 

 
Exploring and understanding the life of Mary Leakey and her work on fossils 

• Discover how humans and apes share a common ancestor 

• Order species of humans 

• Explore Mary Leakey’s work as a paleoanthropologist and her discovery 
of fossils of early humans and their tools 

• Search for fossils using grid references- just like Mary Leakey 
 
Labelling the parts and functions of the heart and explaining Dr Daniel Hayle 
Williams’s accomplishments. 

• Learn and label the main arteries entering and exciting the heart 

• Learn a song to help us remember 
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• Find out about the life and achievements of Dr Daniel Hayle Williams 
and the hospitals he opened.  

 
Designing simple circuits and exploring how Steve Jobs used electronics to 
design computers 

• Discuss the ways we use technology in our everyday lives 

• Find out about the life of Steve Jobs 

• Explain how familiar electrical components are used in building 
computers 

• Build your own simple circuit to show how a fan works within a 
computer 

History 

We will be learning:  Sift and weigh evidence to support/ refute historical claims 

Key Vocabulary: Tutankhamun, pharaoh, dynasty, sarcophagus, canopic jar, civilisation, pyramid, narrative, ancient, judgement, bias relevance, trends 

Refinement, perspective 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical information  

• Develop perspective and judgement by weighing evidence and 
sifting arguments  

• Address and devise a wide range of historically-valid questions 
about change, cause, impact and significance  

• Establish clear narratives from within and across periods by using 
secure chronological understanding  

• Analyse trends, looking at continuity/change and similarity/differ-
ence/significance and use them to make connections and draw 
contrast  

• Gain historical perspective by making connections between local, 
national and international history  

• Develop and apply a range of historical vocabulary   
 

WOW Lesson: Exploring and handling Ancient Egyptian artefacts 
(History Box) 

• Generate enquiry concepts to explore throughout the term 

• Discuss how to handle objects  

• Explore and discuss what sources can tell us about the Ancient 
Egyptians 

Explore the scale of History 

• Examine the duration of the Ancient Egyptian civilization and 
how it’s broken into time periods by looking at timelines. 

• Relate the Egyptian timeline to other ancient civilizations such as 
Ancient Sumer and make comparisons.  

Relate learning to eras of history 

• Create a class success criteria for what makes something a 
‘significant achievement’ in history. 

• Explore significant events and achievements in Egyptian history 
such as farming and language (hieroglyphics) against the class 
criteria 
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• Relate them to different eras of Egyptian history. 
Extract and interpret information from various sources 

• Learn about different sources of evidence that exist from history 
such as Archaeology, written, pictorial etc.  

• Extract information from sources and explore their limitations. 
E.g comparing primary and secondary sources. 

Use source skills to draw conclusions 

• Explore the significance that religion played in the lives of the 
Ancient Egyptians.  

• Discover the afterlife and tombs in groups by looking at a range 
of photographs and primary sources. 

Create questions to deepen understanding 

• Explore the Egyptian belief system by extracting and drawing 
conclusions from information contained in multiple sources about 
tombs, pharaohs or another aspect of life. 

• Create a question to investigate and deepen understanding 
Pursue a line of enquiry 

• Pursue a line of enquiry by creating a plan, locating answers and 
how this can be combined with existing knowledge to produce 
conclusions or further questions.  

• Choose an appropriate way to present findings to the class. 

• Find new information to supplement what we already know. 

• Make decisions about which information to use. 

Art 

We will be learning: how to recreate art and hieroglyphs working with pencil and paint.  

Key Vocabulary: hieroglyph, ancient, cartouche, creativity, symbolise batik, cultural, symbolic papyrus, religious, derivative depiction. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Capture artistic processes in sketchbooks  

• In drawing, use a wide range of pencils to develop a personal 
style, drawing on work from other artists for inspiration  

• In painting, combine colours, tones and tints   

• Use a wide range of pencils to develop a personal style: Practise pencil 

techniques such as sketching, cross hatching, shading, perspective, 

light and shadow.  

• Develop a knowledge of the style of Egyptian art: Study pictures in 

tombs, palaces, and sculpture and discuss the cultural significance.  
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• Use wide range of artistic vocabulary to evaluate own work and 
communicate own ideas/comment on artworks  

• Master art/design techniques with a wide range of materials  

• Communicate ideas and comment on artworks using artistic Lan-
guage  

• Immerse children in a selection of Egyptian art. 

• In painting combine colours, tones and tints: Choose a picture of 

Egyptian art- colour match and adjust shade of colour to look authentic 

• Recreate Egyptian picture using appropriate colours and subject 

matter. 

• Tabletop gallery. 

• Evaluate this terms artwork - what have we learnt? What went well? 

What would we do differently.  

Design Technology 

We will be learning: how to recreate a sarcophagus.  

Key Vocabulary: educational representation prototype, appealing, functional aesthetics, marketable, audience innovative, discipline, manufacture, strategies, 

target market, production iterative.  
National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Communicate, generate and develop ideas drawing on other dis-
ciplines  

• Confidently take calculated risks to become innovative, resource-
ful and enterprising  

• Construct more complex structures by applying a range of strat-
egies   

• Making connections to real/relevant problems, apply under-
standing of a wider range of mechanical systems  

• Drawing on disciplines and making connections to wider subject 
areas, apply understanding of computing to program, monitor 
and control products  

• According to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities, 
select from and use a wide range of tools, equipment, materials 
and components accurately to make high quality prototypes  

• Generate own design criteria and critique ideas and products 
against these  

• Design and make an educational product based on mummification and 

burial that looks attractive and is functional – a sarcophagus.  

• Consider ways to make it as interactive as possible eg a sarcophagus 

that opens, layers of cloth to peel off figure to reveal amulets – 

discussion and sharing of ideas.  

• In groups, communicate ideas and give constructive feedback on ideas 

to help develop product.  

• Select from range of tools, materials and components and adapt as the 

product progresses.  

• Share product with other children to demonstrate its value as an 

educational tool 

 

Computing 

We will be learning: how to stay safe online.  

Key Vocabulary:  inappropriate technology acceptable, filtering, sensitive reporting, monitoring, validate bias, communication, protection accuracy. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 
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• Confidently, competently and responsibly use information and 
communication technology  

• Recap on which devices children use and what they use them for eg X-
Box online, PlayStation – do they know how to stay safe on these? 

• Discuss which social media platforms they have heard of / had 
experience of eg Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat. Do they 
know about safety features of each? What needs reporting / does not 
need reporting (e.g. Someone tried to talk to me, something popped 
up on my screen without me doing anything, I saw a mean comment)   

• Discuss consequences and impact on well-being and mental health if 
posting negative online messaging or if spending too much time online. 
Use scenario cards to identify the issues and develop strategies to deal 
with each one. 

PSHE 

We will be learning:  

Key Vocabulary: c0nsent, opinions, respect, discrimination, stereotypes, managing pressure. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Anti-bullying week 14th – 18th November 
 
Safe relationships: 

• to compare the features of a healthy and unhealthy friendship 

• about the shared responsibility if someone is put under pressure 
to do something dangerous and something goes wrong 

• strategies to respond to pressure from friends including online 

• how to assess the risk of different online ‘challenges’ and ‘dares’ 

• how to recognise and respond to pressure from others to do 
something unsafe or that makes them feel worried or 
uncomfortable  

• how to get advice and report concerns about personal safety, 
including online 

• what consent means and how to seek and give/not give 
permission in different situations  

 
Respecting ourselves and others: 

• Recognising and managing pressure; consent in different situations. 
Complete sorting activity and create 2 piles:  situations where you 
would find it easy to decide whether or not to give your consent and 
one pile for situations where you would find it more difficult to know 
what to do. 

• Expressing opinions and respecting other points of view, including 
discussing topical issues. 

• Valuing diversity; challenging discrimination and stereotypes. 

• Evaluating media sources; sharing things online. What is appropriate? 
Go through scenario cards and discuss ways of dealing with difficult 
situations.  
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• about the link between values and behaviour and how to be a 
positive role model 

• how to discuss issues respectfully  

• how to listen to and respect other points of view 

• how to constructively challenge points of view they disagree 
with 

• ways to participate effectively in discussions online and manage 
conflict or disagreements 

 

 


