
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 2 

 

Year 5: Law and Disorder 

In this topic we will be learning about: Law and Disorder 
 
Some of our WOW moments will be: A history day (children leading own research and learning and Victorian themed baking), Parent afternoon 
sharing children' pop-up books,  visit from a local police officer, themed baking, Christmas Market, pantomime at The Marlowe Theatre  
 

English 

Core texts:  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  

• Make comparisons within and across books, commenting on sim-
ilarities and differences between texts  

• Discuss books, building on others’ ideas and begin to challenge 
others' opinions  

  
Grammar & Punctuation  

• Indicate parenthesis using brackets, dashes and commas  

• Use commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity  

• Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and 
number or by varying tense  

• Build cohesion with a paragraph   
  
Language & Vocabulary  

• Select appropriate language and vocabulary to reflect their un-
derstanding of audience and purpose  

• Evaluate how authors use language and consider effect on the 
reader  

  
Text Structure & Features  

• Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs  

Week 1  
Text immersion week - The Story of Crime and Punishment 

•  Explore the covers and blurbs of texts 

• Annotate ideas and collate words and phrases of language to 

suggest an audience. 

• Read and annotate. 

• Identify the similarities and differences between texts.  

• To discuss personal response to a text.  

• Discuss Ch1 of C&P. How has the author made it engaging for 

children? 

• Express an alternative viewpoint. 

Week 2  

Speaking and listening focus 

• Watch Horrible Histories and discuss style, language and 

vocabulary. 

• Discuss what is required for their play. Give children a crime and 

punishment to act out. 

• In groups, shared informal writing. 

• Practise scripts 
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• Use further organisational and presentational devices such as 
headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure 
text  

  
Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of word  

• Identify audience and purpose of writing  

• Note and develop initial ideas drawing from reading  

• Select appropriate grammar and punctuation and understand 
how these can change/enhance meaning  

• Assess effectiveness of own and others’ writing   

• Propose changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to en-
hance meaning/effectiveness  

• Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register  

 

• Perform scripts (record on ipads) 

Week 3  

Non-chronological letter Part 1/2 

•  To identify features of a text. 

 (An informal letter). 

• To research and make notes. 

See history for History Day 

• To research and make notes (on a specific era). 

• To propose changes to vocabulary -transpose formal text to 

informal language.  

• Ch use their notes to create sentences with parenthesis. 

Week 4 

Write a non-chronological letter about crime and punishment 

considering purpose and audience Part 2/2 

•  Plan informal letter. 

• To write the introduction to my informal letter. 

5W’s. 

•   Edit and improve letter. 

•  Share letters with a partner from year group. 

 

Week 5  

Plan own chapter on crime and punishment for children’s history book 
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•   Re-read final chapter and discuss possible alternatives for 

characters and setting. Class discussion and mind map 5W’s for 

Raskolnikov. 

•  Answer questions to structure plan. 

• Orally develop characters, setting and atmosphere in detail. 

• Hotseat characters. 

Week 6  

Write own chapter on crime and punishment for children’s history book. 

•   Ch to write one paragraph per day of own alternative chapter. 

• Edit each paragraph for last 15 minutes of the lesson. 

Week 7 

Write a balanced argument about a topical issue related to crime and 

punishment. 

Christmas week 

 

Science 

We will be learning: Animals including humans  

Key Vocabulary: refute, support, theory, accuracy, precision, analyse, life cycle, reproduction, puberty, gestation, 
offspring 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Describe the changes as humans develop into old age  
 

Human timeline 
Describe the changes as humans develop to old age by drawing a 
timeline to indicate stages in the growth and development of humans. 
Growth of babies 
Describe the changes as humans develop to old age in the context of the 
development of babies in their first year. 
Puberty 
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Describe the changes as humans develop to old age by comparing the 
changes that take place to boys and girls during puberty. 
Changes in old age 
Describe the changes as humans develop to old age by understanding 
the changes that take place in old age. 
Science Day 
Gestation period 
Report findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations 
of results in the context of the gestation period for animals. 
Life expectancy  
Record data and results of increasing complexity using bar and line 
graphs, and models in the context of comparing gestation periods and 
life expectancies of animals. 

 

History 

We will be learning: How crime and Punishment has changed throughout key eras.  

Key Vocabulary: thematic, influence, narrative, justice, sift, argument, punitive, biased, evidence, crime, reliability, 
archaeology, ceremonies, calendrical, justify, weighing, diversity, characteristics, heritage 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources   

• Understand how evidence is used rigorously to make historical 
statements   

• Discern how/why contrasting arguments and interpretations of 
the past exist by weighing evidence and sifting arguments  

• Address and devise a wide range of historically-valid questions 
about change and cause  

• Explore trends, looking at continuity/change and similarity/differ-
ence/significance   

• Examine different aspects of history eg social, cultural, political 
and religious  

Week 1  
Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 

sources 

Share images, dates and key words relating to crime and punishment 

over history. Ch to order resources chronologically. 

Week 2  

To address and devise a wide range of historically valid questions about 

change and cause. 

Use last lessons sources to generate a series of historical questions to 

research. 

Identify key words and locate definitions. 
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• Extend chronological understanding by exploring a theme over 
time  

• Use and apply a range of historical vocabulary   
 

Week 3  

History day  

Victorian baking linked to fractions and crime and punishment era. 

To research and make notes  

Children to choose an era to research about crime and punishment in 

readiness to write an informal letter later in the week. Children to 

choose an era from: Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors or Victorian. 

Week 4 

Examine aspects of history 

Answer questions and present findings to class 

Week 5 

Use and apply a range of historical vocabulary. 

Set up a class courtroom   

Week 6  

Visit from a local police officer – exploring crime and punishment today. 

Children to reflect on how crime and punishment has changed and ask 

relevant questions to the police officer 
Art 

We will be learning: 

Key Vocabulary: enhance, atmosphere, evaluate, montage, communicate, unique, audience, mastery, 
individuality, variation, evaluation, significant, media, manipulate 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Capture artistic process in sketchbook  

• In drawing, use a range of pencils to begin to develop a personal 
style, drawing on work of other artists  

• Use a range of artistic vocabulary to communicate ideas, discuss 
and evaluate work/other art works  

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques with a wide range 
of materials  

• Understand how great artists, architects and designers contrib-
ute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation   

 

• Examine the illustrations from a range of children’s history books 

and discuss their features and why they are appealing to 

children.  

• Capture artistic process in sketchbook using crime and 

punishment as a theme. 

• Research the work of illustrator Martin Brown and create a piece 

of art in his style. 
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• Communicate ideas and comment on artworks using artistic lan-
guage  
 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques with a wide range 

of materials. Children to illustrate their own books (linked to 

English lessons)  

 
 

Design Technology 

We will be learning: 

Key Vocabulary: dimensions, customised, functionality, embedded, alternatives, dimensional, texture, designing, 
engaging, interaction, moveable, influence, stability, hygiene, savoury, variety, preparation, mechanical, 
portrayal, iterative, systems, element, appropriate 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Communicate, generate, develop and model ideas using a range 
of strategies  

• Use research to inform design and generate own design criteria  

• Communicate, generate and develop ideas drawing on other dis-
ciplines  

• Confidently take calculated risks to become innovative, resource-
ful and enterprising  

• According to their functional properties and aesthetic properties 
select from and use a wide range of tools, equipment, materials 
and components accurately to make high quality prototypes  

• Generate own design criteria and evaluate ides and products 
against these  

• Investigate and analyse a range of existing products that address 
real/relevant problems in a range of contexts  

• Understand how key events and individuals in D&T helped to 
shape the world  
 

• Examine the illustrations from a range of children’s history 

books and discuss their features and why they are 

appealing to children. 

• Week 3 - History Day  

Victorian baking linked to crime and punishment unit and fractions 

in maths  

• Explore a range of interactive children’s books eg tactile 

element/pop-up. 

• Communicate, generate and develop ideas drawing on 

other disciplines.  

•  Experiment with different elements of mechanisms, 

considering how these would be appropriate for their 

book. 

• Generate own design criteria and evaluate ideas and 

products against these 
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• Select from a range of tools and materials to make the 

prototype of their book. 

• Design cover for interactive book and decide which 

elements/ mechanisms would be most appropriate for their 

book 

• Evaluate and trial book with real audience.  

• Collate feedback from other year groups and reflect upon it 

 

Computing 

We will be learning: Staying safe online  

Key Vocabulary:  controlling, election, reasoning, decomposing, physical, systems, sensitive, firewall, 
unauthorised, overlay, chroma key, interaction, cursor, ascertain, designing, representation, reliable, media, 
enhance, database, metadata, indexing 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Confidently, competently and responsibly use information and 
communication technology  

 

• Recap on which devices children use and what they use them for 
eg X-Box online, PlayStation 

• Discuss which social media platforms they have heard of/had 
experience of eg Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat. Do 
they know about safety features of each? 

•   Sort ‘safe’ passwords and usernames from ‘unsafe’, discussing 
rationale  

• Recap and explain why there is the need to protect own 
computer or device from harm  

• Recap on phrase ‘digital footprint’.  

• Discuss how any online post can be seen, used and may affect 
others  

• Justify whether school processes and procedures around E-
safety are stringent enough (meet with leaders, school council, 
website, communication sent home etc.) and recognise 
improvements 
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PSHE 

We will be learning: Safe relationships and respecting ourselves and others 

Key Vocabulary: physical, contact, permission, respect, discrimination, equality, racism, sexism, homophobia, trolling, harassment  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Anti-bullying week 14th – 18th November 
 
Safe Relationships: 

• to identify what physical touch is acceptable, unacceptable, 
wanted or unwanted in different situations 

• how to ask for, give and not give permission for physical contact 

• how it feels in a person’s mind and body when they are 
uncomfortable  

• that it is never someone’s fault if they have experienced 
unacceptable contact 

• how to respond to unwanted or unacceptable physical contact 

• that no one should ask them to keep a secret that makes them 
feel uncomfortable or try to persuade them to keep a secret they 
are worried about 

• whom to tell if they are concerned about unwanted physical 
contact 

Respecting ourselves and others: 

• to recognise that everyone should be treated equally  

• why it is important to listen and respond respectfully to a wide 
range of people, including those whose traditions, beliefs and 
lifestyle are different to their own 

• what discrimination means and different types of discrimination 
e.g. racism, sexism, homophobia 

• to identify online bullying and discrimination of groups or 
individuals e.g. trolling and harassment 

Physical contact and feeling safe  
How to give and not give permission for physical contact  
Talking about feeling uncomfortable  
Keeping secrets  
 
Treating everyone equally 
To recognise that everybody should be treated equally  
Key question: Why is it important to listen and respond respectfully to a 
wide range of people, including those whose traditions, beliefs and 
lifestyle are different to their own? 
Key words: Respect and different beliefs and values  
 
Online bullying and discrimination  
To identify online bullying and discrimination of groups or individuals e.g. 
trolling and harassment 
 
What does discrimination mean?  
Types of discrimination 
Importance of listening and responding respectfully 
Key question: What discrimination means and different types of 
discrimination e.g. racism, sexism, homophobia 

 

 


