
Thematic Curriculum  

Medium Term Plan: Term 2 
 

 

Year 4: Veni, Vidi, Vici 

In this topic we will be learning about:  The Romans and how they impact life in Britain today. 
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:  Roman feast, mosaic making, Visit Roman painted House 
 

English 

Core texts:  Romans on the Rampage.  Romulus and Remus.  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension 

• Independently retrieve and confidently record information from 

non-fiction 

• Ask relevant questions and discuss their understanding, explain-

ing the meaning of words in context 

• Use dictionaries to check meanings 

• Identify main ideas across paragraphs and summarise these  

• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to 
meaning  

Grammar & Punctuation 

• Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions (before, after, 
while, when, if, because, although) (Y3) 

• Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion 
• Use apostrophes for plural possession 
• Use fronted adverbials 
• Use commas after fronted adverbial 

Text Structure & Features 

• Be exposed to books that are structured in different ways 
• Reflect understanding of audience and purpose through choice 

of grammar, vocabulary and structure (Y5) 
• Recognise themes eg good over evil, magical devices 
• Identify how language, structure, vocabulary, grammar and 

 
Texts:   Jeremy Strong ‘Romans on the Rampage’ 
              Romulus and Remus and other Roman legends. 
 
Week 1:  Diary entries linked to Romans on the Rampage.  
Showing empathy, features of diary writing, Latin dictionary work. 
 
Weeks 2 and 3: Information texts. 
Explore information leaflets and identify features. 
Working wall list of key phrases.  Look at structure and layout and how it 
persuades the reader to visit. 
Research Roman gladiators. 
Ch to create an information leaflet for a Roman gladiator show.   
Hot-seat a gladiator.  Create the leaflet 
 
 
Week 4 and 5:  Non-chronological reports on Roman legacy to turn into a 
class book. 
 
Look at non-fiction Roman books, present findings to the class. Note 
index, glossary, contents etc. 
Choose an area to research. Make notes from books and online. 
Discuss Non-chronological report features. 
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presentation contribute to meaning 

Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate 

• Discuss and record ideas 
• Draw on examples of writing when planning own work 
• Compose and practise sentences orally using an increasingly 

wide range of vocabulary and sentence structure 
• Suggest changes to grammar and vocabulary 
• Proofread work for spelling/punctuation errors 
• Assess others’ and own writing, suggesting improvements 

 

Decide on headings and sub-headings for our reports. 
Model writing of the report and formal language etc. 
Use conjunctions and adverbials such as: In addition, furthermore, due 
to the fact and however. 
Draft, edit and improve for a class book. 
 
 
Week 6 and 7:  Christmas linked instruction writing and poem. 
 
Making a product for the Christmas Fayre. 
Read and follow instructions verbally. 
Features of instructional texts. 
Write instructions. 
 
‘Twas the Night before Christmas’ poem. 
Learn and perform then write our own Christmas poem. 
 
 

Science 

We will be learning: States of matter 

Key Vocabulary: state, matter, temperature, transform , Celsius, degrees, evaporation, condensation, boiling point, properties, irreversible, 
reversible, solubility, comparative, measurement 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Working Scientifically 

• Generate and answer scientific questions using evidence 
• Select most appropriate types of scientific enquiry 
• Gather, classify, record and present data in a wide variety of 

ways 
• Report on findings orally and in writing using scientific language 

to answer questions 
• Make systematic observations 
• Use results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions and 

raise further questions 

 
Introduce Solids, Liquids and Gases – the three states of matter. 
What this means. 
Look at scientific pictures of molecules.  
Ch. act out molecules moving as each state. 
Sort and describe materials into solid, liquid and gas.  
What is present in more than one group? 
 
Investigate gases and their uses. 
Investigating gases and their uses. 
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• Explain similarities, differences, changes related to scientific pro-
cesses and ideas 

• Suggest, set up and carry out simple practical enquiries 
• Understand comparative and fair tests 
• Confidently use range of equipment to measure accurately 

  

Scientific Knowledge 

• Compare and group materials together according to whether 
they are solids, liquids or gases 

• Observe that some materials change state when they are heated 
or cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which 
this happens in degrees Celsius 

Does gas weigh anything? 
Experiment with fizzy drinks. 
Dancing raisins.  
Write up, make predictions, draw conclusions etc. 
 
Investigate materials as they change state. 
Explain how heating and cooling can change a materials state.  
Know the boiling and freezing points of water. 
Record and explain results. 
 
Science Day – Wonderful Water! (Equates to more than 2 lessons) 
Experience water changing state. 
Test aqueducts (DT link) 
Make water evaporate. 
Water cycle and changes to states.  
Make a mini water cycle. 
Written journey of Ronnie the Raindrop (Eng link.) 
 
Cooking – reversible and irreversible changes 
Heating and cooling related to cooking. 
Weights and measures (maths link) 
 
Photos shared on class story on dojo. 
 

History 

We will be learning: Romans. Legacy in Britain and in-depth study of leisure & entertainment 

Key Vocabulary: Roman Empire, invasion, Julius Caesar, emperor, entertainment, military, gladiator, aqueduct, sanitation, civilisation, viaduct, 
hypocaust, architecture, Emperor Claudius, Circus Maximus, spectator, caldarium, tepidarium. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources  

• Understand how and why the past is represented in different 
ways and explain this 

Look at images and artefacts – Loan box 
 
Understand the chronology of Ancient Roman times. 
Create timeline showing where the Romans are. 
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• Select and organise relevant information from a wider range of 
sources to answer historical questions 

• Regularly generate and answer a range of historically-valid ques-
tions about similarities and differences 

• Order key dates on a timeline to demonstrate chronology of Brit-
ish and world history 

• Understand how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world 

• Develop a range of historical vocabulary  

KWL grid to see what we know already and what we’d like to learn. 
Timeline of key events of the Roman Empire. 
 
Visit to Roman Painted House 
Look at images and artefacts 
 
Explain the spread of the Roman empire. 
Why did Romans invade Britain? 
Recall key facts about the invasion of Britain.  
Learn about the attempted invasion by Julius Caesar and the successful 
invasion and conquest by Claudius. 
 
Roman Roads. 
Why they needed roads. 
What they were made from. 
How they were made. 
Routes across Britain. 
 
Roman legacy left behind. 
Explore the legacy the Romans have left in Britain (English link) 
Roman houses, society, towns, roads, sports, baths and entertainment. 
Roman baths, roads, armies. 
 
Boudicca’s rebellion. 
Who was she? 
Empathise with the ‘rebels’ 
Why did she resist? 
 
Hadrian’s wall  
Horrible Histories. 
Why was the wall needed? 
How it was built.  
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Round up quiz for all Roman knowledge. 
2 minute presentations to the class. 
 
 

Geography 

We will be learning: Roman journeys, Google Earth. 

Key Vocabulary:  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

  
Online tour of Rome and the famous sights. 

 

Art 

We will be learning: Mosaic making  

Key Vocabulary: mosaic, decorate, tesserae, seashell, craftsmen, fresco, marble, mortar, inspiration, arrangement, emulate, design, tile, ceram.  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Create sketchbooks to record and revisit observations 

• In drawing, use a range of pencils and techniques to show effect, 

movement, perspective and reflection 

• In collage, use mosaic and montage 

• Use a range of artistic vocabulary to discuss and evaluate work 

• Apply art and design techniques with creativity, experimentation 

and increasing awareness 

• Draw on work of other artists for inspiration and begin to emu-

late their style 

 
WOW starter:   
Make a mini mosaic of Roman solider’s helmet using coloured paper. 
 
Design own mosaic in Roman style. 
 
Use various medium: paper, sketching, lego bricks, Bottle tops. 
 
Cut paper into appropriate sized pieces, use colours which match the 
Roman mosaics. 
 
Move onto ceramic whole class mosaic for the garden on Perspex.  
 
Brass rubbing at Roman Painted House. 
 
Photos shared on class story on dojo. 
 

Design Technology 
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We will be learning:  Romans as inventors – recreate a prototype of an aqueduct 

Key Vocabulary: designer, innovative, resourceful, agger, groma, surveyor, aqueduct, sanitation, hypocaust, communicate, reservoir, waterway, 
prototype, engineer, component. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Take risks to become innovative and resourceful  

• Communicate, generate and develop ideas using a range of strat-

egies 

• Use research to inform design and develop design criteria 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools, equipment, materials 

and components accurately to make prototypes 

• Evaluate and own and others’ work, suggesting improvements 

and consider the views of others to improve their work 

• Investigate a range of existing products in a range of relevant 

contexts 

 
Research aqueducts,  
How do they work? 
Why were they important? 
Why were they useful to the Romans? 
How are they relevant today? 
 
Design our aqueduct 
Children design an aqueduct bridge using just paper, tape and foil.  
 
Build a working aqueduct to transport water. 
Using just paper, tape and foil. 
 
Evaluate the usefulness of our aqueduct 
Test out their aqueduct bridge – will it transport the water safely with no 
spills? 
 
Photos shared on class story on dojo. 
 

Computing 

We will be learning: Understand how to stay safe online with a focus on digital footprint  

Key Vocabulary:  technology, safely, respectfully, information, online responsibly, acceptable, unacceptable, reporting, breach, recognise 
concerns, security, behaviour, channels. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour and identify ways 
to report concerns about content and contact 

 
Do children know about safety features of social media platforms. 
Recap which devices children use and what they use them for X-Box 
online, PlayStation etc and discuss which social media platforms they 
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have heard of/had experience of eg Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, 
Snapchat.  
Discuss strong passwords and sharing any real information online. 
 
How to remain safe online. 
Recap as a class the ways to protect oneself and friends from harm 
online. 
Use safety features, reporting concerns, age-appropriate sites, check 
with trusted adult before downloading etc. 
Explain term ‘digital footprint’ and what this means.  
Create and record pros and cons for this. 
 
Know how to communicate safely online. 
Discuss potential harm of negative commenting online / through text 
messages.  
Create school leaflet encouraging positive and respectful messaging 
only. 
 

RE 

We will be learning: INCARNATION What is the Trinity?  
Key Vocabulary: God, father, son, holy, ghost, spirit, death, resurrection, creator, sacrifice, mortal, conscience. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

  
What is the Holy Trinity. 
God the Father is the creator of the world, all-powerful and all knowing. 
God the Father is believed to be immortal and transcendent (beyond or 
above the range of normal or physical human experience. 
 
Jesus’ miracles. 
God the Son, Jesus Christ is believed to be the Son of God, a worker of 
miracles. Many of his miracles include raising people from the dead, 
healing the sick and conquering death through his resurrection. 
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Christians also believe that God the Father sent God the Son to die a 
saving sacrificial death for everyone in the world. 
 
Making good decisions. 
God the Holy Spirit is believed to support Christians in their decision-
making and guide them in a similar way to the conscience. 

 

PSHRE 

We will be learning: Respecting ourselves and others and having empathy.  

Key Vocabulary: kindness, respect, behaviour, hurtful, online, relationship. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Anti-bullying week 14th – 18th November 
 
Safe Relationships: 

• to differentiate between playful teasing, hurtful behaviour and 
bullying, including online 

• how to respond if they witness or experience hurtful behaviour 
or bullying, including online 

• recognise the difference between ‘playful dares’ and dares 
which put someone under pressure, at risk, or make them feel 
uncomfortable  

• how to manage pressures associated with dares  

• when it is right to keep or break a confidence or share a secret  

• how to recognise risks online such as harmful content or contact  

• how people may behave differently online including pretending 
to be someone they are not  

• how to report concerns and seek help if worried or 
uncomfortable about someone’s behaviour, including online 

 
Respecting ourselves and others: 

• to recognise differences between people such as gender, race, 
faith  

 
Managing relationships 
How to communicate online and face-to-face. 
Dealing with conflict and resolution.  
 
Anti -bullying week 
What is bullying?   
What to do if you feel upset?  
Who can help? 
How can we stop bullying? 
 
Knowing when to keep secrets 
Scenarios and discussion of when it’s good to keep a secret. 
Knowing when to share concerns with an adult 
Trusted adults. 
 
Respecting each other and diversity 
Respect and celebrate differences in gender, religion, race, sexuality and 
physicality.  
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• to recognise what they have in common with others e.g. shared 
values, likes and dislikes, aspirations  

• about the importance of respecting the differences and 
similarities between people  

• a vocabulary to sensitively discuss difference and include 
everyone 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


