
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 2 

 

Year 3: What a Saga! 

In this topic we will be learning about: Viking invasions, culture and Norse myths.  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be: Norse tales around the campfire, exploring real Viking artefacts.  
 
Closing WOW moment: Launching a Viking Longship 
 

English 

Core texts: Arthur and the Golden Rope, The Dragon’s Hoard, NorseTales. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  

• Listen to a range of challenging stories, poems, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books, myths, legends and fairy stories  

• Identify themes and conventions  

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

• Infer characters' feelings, thoughts and motives and justify using 
evidence   

Grammar & Punctuation  

• Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions (before, after, 
while, when, if, because, although)  

• Express time, place and cause using conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions  

• Punctuate direct speech with inverted commas   
  

Language & Vocabulary  

• Use varied and rich vocabulary including adjective, expanded 
noun phrases, adverbs, preposition phrases, collective nouns, 
similes and alliteration  

• Vary sentence openers for effect  

• Use similar writing to identify and understand vocabulary and 
language  

Sagas (3 weeks) 

• Immerse the children in Norse tales and mythology.  

• Comprehension activities (VIPERS) 

• Understanding the features of a saga.  

• Explore and make inferences about a character. 

• Plan and write a saga.  

• Edit and improve my work. 
 
Fact File (1 week – cross with history lesson 4) 

• Features of a fact file.  

• Research historical information to include.  

• Write sections of a fact file. 

• Edit and improve our writing.  

• Combine sections to make a class piece. 
 
Diary Entry (2 weeks) 

• Research and explore a day in the life of a Viking (role play). 

• Recap the features of a diary entry.  

• Plan and write a diary entry.  

• Edit and improve my work.  
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• Create characters, setting and plot  
  

Text Structure & Features  

• Recognise themes eg good over evil, magical devices  

• Retell stories orally  

• Build on KS1 wide range of stories, poetry, plays and myths  

• Organise paragraphs around a theme  
 

Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Discuss and record ideas  

• Draw on examples of writing when planning own work  

• Compose and practise sentences orally using an increasingly 
wide range of vocabulary and sentence structure  

• Suggest changes to grammar and vocabulary  

• Proofread work for spelling/punctuation errors  

• Assess others’ and own writing, suggesting improvements  
 

Christmas Number 1 (1 week) 

• Research Christmas number 1’s of the last century.  

• Write and develop our own Christmas number 1.  

• Perform our song for the class.  

Science 

We will be learning: Rock, fossil and soil formation.  

Key Vocabulary: systematic, evidence, conclusion, enquiry, variable, fair, constant, similarities, differences, properties, sedimentary, igneous, 
metamorphic, fossil, mantle, crust, core 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Scientific Knowledge:  

• Compare/group together different rock types based on their 
appearance and simple physical properties  

• Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things 
that have lived are trapped within rock  

• Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter  

 

Rocks (3 weeks) 

Lesson 1: Exploration 

• Hook – discovery dig. What different kinds of rocks can we find in 

our local area? 

• Children will complete a KWL grid. 

 

Lesson 2: Types of rocks 

• What are rocks? 

• How are they formed? 
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Lesson 3: Grouping rocks 

• What are the properties of different types of rocks? 

• Children will handle different types of rocks and group them based 

on their properties.  

 

Soil (Science day: Lesson 4-5) 

Soil formation 

• How is soil formed? 

• Making our own soil.  

Soil permeability 

• Measuring the permeability of soil via a fair test.  

• Recording, presenting and discussing our findings. 

 

Lesson 6: Fossils  

• What is a fossil? 

• How are fossils formed? 

• Who is Mary Anning? 

History 

We will be learning:  When and how Viking raids began in Britain.  

Key Vocabulary: Vikings, comparison, conquered, warrior, invade, locality, historical, generation, artefacts, represent, compare, 
evidence, excavate, impact, significant, reminiscent, heritage, raid, Norseman, Jorvik, invade, settle, emigration, immigration 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Develop understanding of how and why the past is represented 
in different ways  

• Select key information from a range of sources to answer histori-
cal questions  

• Understand what types of question are historically-valid and 
identify how to find the answer  

• Order key dates on a timeline to demonstrate chronology of Brit-
ish and world history  

• Compare different eras considering similarities and differences   

 
Vikings (5 weeks) 
Lesson 1: Hook 

• Immerse the children in Norse tales and mythology. (Link to 
English Week 1) 

• Hook – Exploration of Viking box. 

• Complete a KWL grid.  
 
Lesson 2: Who were the Vikings? 
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• Develop a range of historical vocabulary   
 

• Locating the Viking invasions on a timeline. 

• Where did they come from?  

• Why did they come to Britain? 
 
Lesson 3: How did the Vikings travel? (Link to DT week 3) 

• Features of Viking sea and land vessels.  

• Explore different types of ships.  
 
Lesson 4: Creating a Viking fact file. (Link with English week 4) 

• Compiling our learning on Vikings into a class fact file.  
 
Lesson 5: Bias in history 

• The attack on Lindisfarne.  

• Compare invasions from different perspectives.  

• Class debate.  

Geography 

We will be learning: History focus term 

Key Vocabulary: 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

  

Art 

We will be learning: Using drawing and painting skills to sketch and enhance a picture of a Viking god.  

Key Vocabulary: material, natural, technique, shade, stamp, digital media, atmosphere, illustration, texture, organic, geometric, contrast, variety, layers, 
combine, inspire, abstract, artistic expression, sculptor 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Create sketchbooks to record and revisit observations  

• In painting, use white to make tints and black to make shades  

• In painting, use a colour wheel  

• Use and apply art and design techniques and improve control 
and use of materials  

• Use range of artistic vocabulary to discuss and evaluate work  
 

Sketching and painting (2 weeks) 
Lesson 1 

• What are the features of Vikings gods and goddesses? 

• Skectching a Viking god or goddess.  
 
Lesson 2 
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• Adding black and white paint to a sketch to create tints and 
tones.  

Design Technology 

We will be learning: Research, design and create a Viking longship.  

Key Vocabulary: resourceful, functional, criteria, adapt, innovative, strategy, reinforce, components, evaluation, feature, improvement, streamline, 

annotate, suggestion, mechanical, seasonality, agriculture, aesthetic, harvested, invention 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Select from and use a wide range of tools, equipment, materials 
and components accurately  

• Evaluate own ideas and designs against given design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work  

• Communicate ideas using different strategies  

• Use research to inform design   

• Take risks to become innovative and resourceful  
 

Constructing a Viking longship (3 weeks) 
 
Lesson 1 

• How did the Vikings travel? (Link to history week 3) 

• What are the features of a Viking longship? 

• Design the fastest Viking longship.  
 
Lesson 2 

• Building a Viking longship using a selection of materials.  
 
Lesson 3 

• Testing our Viking longship.  

• Whose was the fastest? Why? 

• How could we improve our ships? 

Computing 

We will be learning: How to stay safe online.  

Key Vocabulary:  behaviour, concerns, recognise, respectfully, responsibly, unacceptable, security, sequence, outcome, information, reliable, 
technologies,  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

• Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly  

• Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour and identify ways 
to report concerns about content and contact  

 

Lesson 1: Using devices responsibly 

• What devices do we use and why? 

• How long should we spend online? 

 

Lesson 2: Staying safe online 

• What safety features do websites have? 
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• Who should I tell if I’m concerned? 

 

Lesson 3: Protecting personal information 

• What information should I share? 

• What makes an effective password? 

 

Lesson 4: E-Safety rules 

• What rules have we learned this term to use the internet safely and 

responsibly? 

• Create a poster to help others follow the E-Safety rules. 

RE 

We will be learning: How religious and non-religious people celebrate key festivals.  

Key Vocabulary: God, trinity, Christians, Jewish people, humanist, socialist, Hannukah, Christmas, church, Christingle, celebrations, festival, worship, 
Jesus. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

 Festivals and celebrations (4 weeks) 
 
Lesson 1: Celebrating significant events and people 

• How do people celebrate Christmas? 

• How do our experiences vary in this class?  
 
Lesson 2: How might a sociologist investigate Christmas? 

• What is sociology? 

• What does our data from the last lesson tell us? 

• Why do non-religious people still celebrate Christmas? 
 
Lesson 3: Investigating other festivals from other religions.  

• What is Hannukah? 

• Who celebrates it and how? 

• What similarities and differences are there to Christmas? 
 
Lesson 4: What is the role of festivals in the UK today? 
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• Why are festivals still important to people with different world 
views? 

• Are most festivals in Britain secular or religious? 

PSHE 

We will be learning:. Respecting ourselves and others.  

Key Vocabulary: actions, alternatives, anonymous, anti-bullying, arguments, behaviour, bully, bullying, compromise, consequences, consideration, 
cyber, dares, decisions, differences, discrimination, disputes, diversity, equality, equity, falling out, honest, impact, interests, kindness, loyal, 
negotiation, opinions, prejudice, prejudiced, reflect, relatives, resolving, respect, strategies, support, network, teasing, techniques, thought, 
unhealthy, victim, views,  

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Anti-bullying week 14th – 18th November 
 
Safe Relationships: 

• What is appropriate to share with friends, classmates, family and 
wider social groups including online 

• about what privacy and personal boundaries are, including online 

• basic strategies to help keep themselves safe online e.g. 
passwords, using trusted sites and adult supervision  

• that bullying and hurtful behaviour is unacceptable in any 
situation 

• about the effects and consequences of bullying for the people 
involved  

• about bullying online, and the similarities and differences to face-
to-face bullying 

• what to do and whom to tell if they see or experience bullying or 
hurtful behaviour 

 
Respecting ourselves and others: 

• to recognise respectful behaviours e.g. helping or including 
others, being responsible 

• how to model respectful behaviour in different situations e.g. at 
home, at school, online   

Lesson 1: Bullying 

• What is bullying? 

• What are the effects of bullying? 

• How can I seek help? 

 

Lesson 2: Respecting others 

• What are respectful behaviours? 

• How can we be respectful in different situations? 

 

Lesson 3: Respecting ourselves 

• Why is self-respect important? 

• I have the right to be treated respectfully by others. 

• How do different cultures show respect? 
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• the importance of self-respect and their right to be treated 
respectfully by others  

• what it means to treat others, and be treated, politely 

• the ways in which people show respect and courtesy in different 
cultures and in wider society 

 


