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Medium Term Plan: Term 4 

 

Year 3 : The Anglo Saxon Chronicles 

In this topic we will be learning about: aspects of Anglo-Saxon life with a focus on the excavation of Sutton-Hoo.  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be: a trip to Dover Museum to view artefacts and make some Anglo-Saxon jewellery, our class assembly, taking 
part in science week as a whole school, World Book Day. 
 

English 

Core texts:  Anglo Saxon Boy, Hidden Figures, Amazing Grace, The Boy Who Learned to Fly 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  
• Use a dictionary to check the meaning of words  
• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute 
to meaning  
• Read books that are structured in different ways  
• Identify themes and conventions - non-fiction texts  

Grammar & Punctuation  
• Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions (before, after, 
while, when, if, because, although)  
• Express time, place and cause using conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions  

Text Structure & Features  
• Organise paragraphs round a theme  
• Locate information using contents, index and glossary  
• Use simple organisational devices eg headings, subheadings  

Language & Vocabulary  
• Discuss words and features of texts that capture the reader’s 
interest  

Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  
• Discuss and record ideas  
• Draw on examples of writing when planning own work  

Fact files (3 weeks) 

• Immersion in Anglo-Saxon topic by exploring artefacts.  

• Understanding the purpose and features of non-fiction 
writing.  

• Researching information from a range of sources including 
web, text and video.  

• Plan and write a fact file. 

• Edit and improve our work.  

• Design and create a personalised fact file for display.  
 

Poetry (1 week) 

• Understanding the features of poetry.  

• Writing a poem about light and dark as part of science 
week.  

• Editing and improving our work.  
 

Journalistic writing (2 weeks) 

• Understanding the features of journalistic writing. 

• Researching the excavation of Sutton-Hoo.  

• Planning a newspaper report about the excavation.  

• Writing a newspaper article.  

• Editing and improving our work. 
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• Compose and practise sentences orally using an increasingly 
wide range of vocabulary and sentence structure  
• Suggest changes to grammar and vocabulary  
• Proofread work for spelling/punctuation errors  
• Assess others’ and own writing, suggesting improvements  

 
Reading comprehension 

• Using reading VIPERS to explore a range of texts themed 
around diversity, stereotypes and courage. 

Science 

Key Vocabulary: source, straight, shadow, systematic, evidence, process, travel, refract, opaque, reflector, conclusion, accuracy, light, reflect, 
translucent, transparent, variable, constant 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Recognise that they need light in 
order to see things and that dark 
is the absence of light  

• Notice that light is reflected from 
surfaces  

• Recognise that light from the sun 
can be dangerous and that there 
are ways to protect their eyes  

• Recognise that shadows are 
formed when light from a light 
source is blocked by a solid ob-
ject  

• Find patterns in the way that the 
size of shadows changes  

 

• Ask relevant questions and 
suggest how to answer  

• Develop different types of 
scientific enquiry  

• Set up simple, practical en-
quiries  

• Understand fair and com-
parative tests  

• Use range of equipment to 
measure accurately eg data 
loggers  

• Develop skills of systematic 
observation  

• Gather, present & record 
data in a variety of ways   

• Report findings orally and in 
writing using scientific lan-
guage  

• Use results to draw simple 
conclusions, make predic-
tions and raise further ques-
tions  

 
Lesson 1: Exploration – Light and Dark 

• Using holes in boxes and torches to recognise that light is 
needed to see.  

• Understanding that dark is the absence of light.  
 
Lesson 2: Reflective surfaces 

• Experimenting to see how light is reflected from different 
surfaces.  

• Understanding how light is reflected from mirrors and 
creating a mirror maze. 

 
Lesson 3: Shadows 

• Exploring how shadows are formed when light from a light 
source is blocked by a solid object. 

• Finding patterns in the way that the size and shapes of 
shadows change.  

 
Lesson 4 : Sun safety 

• Recognising that light from the sun can be dangerous and 
that there are ways to protect ourselves.  
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• Identify similarities and dif-
ferences and changes re-
lated to scientific processes 
and ideas  

History 

Key Vocabulary: Anglo-Saxon, Alfred the Great, compare, warrior, jewellery, support, Britain, artefacts, historical, treasure, burial, represent, Sutton 
Hoo, impact, sources, excavate, peasantry, evidence 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• How knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources   

•  how and why the past is rep-
resented in different ways  

• key information from a range 
of sources to answer historical 
questions  

 

• Understand what types of 
question are historically-valid 
and identify how to find the an-
swer  

• Order key dates on a timeline 
to demonstrate chronology of 
British and world history  

• Compare different eras consid-
ering similarities and differ-
ences   

• Develop a range of historical 
vocabulary   

Lesson 1: Who were the Anglo-Saxon invaders? 

• Exploring artefacts, text and video to find out who the 
Anglo-Saxons were and where they came from.  

• Thinking about what it might have been like to be and 
Anglo-Saxon invader coming to Britain. 

 
Lesson 2: Why did the Anglo-Saxons want to settle in Britain? 

• Finding out what the terms invaders and settlers mean.  

• Discovering some of the reasons the Anglo-Saxons chose 
to settle in Britain.  

 
Lesson 3: How was Anglo-Saxon Britain ruled? 

• Investigate Anglo-Saxon place names. 

• Find out how Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were organised.  
 
Lesson 4: The mystery of Sutton Hoo.  

• Exploring the mystery of the Sutton Hoo discovery.  

• Investigating artefacts from an Anglo-Saxon grave.  
 
Trip to Dover Museum 

• Workshop about Anglo-Saxon Britain.  

• Exploring artefacts found in our local area.  

• Creating Anglo-Saxon jewellery with clay.   

Art 
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Key Vocabulary: illuminate, observe, sketchbook, painting, tone, manuscript, decorated, atmosphere, primary, tint, historical, gospel, illustration, 
secondary, combine 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

 • Use and apply art and design 
techniques and improve con-
trol and use of materials  

• Create sketchbooks to record 
and revisit observations  

• In painting, use white to make 
tints and black to make shades  

• In painting, create a colour 
wheel  

• Use range of artistic vocabulary 
to discuss and evaluate work  

 

Lesson 1: Illuminated letters 

• Researching illuminated letters.  

• Creating a colour wheel and exploring colour theory.  

• Exploration in sketchbooks.  
 
Lesson 2: Illuminated letters 

• Sketching the outline for our illuminated letter initial.  

• Exploring with tints and tones.  
 
Lesson 3: Illuminated letters 

• Adding colour, shading and detail to our illuminated letters.  

Design & Technology 

Key Vocabulary: materials, process, evaluate, design, components, product, success, functional, tools, communicate, compare, appealing 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

 • Select from and use a wide 
range of tools, equipment, ma-
terials and components accu-
rately  

• Evaluate own ideas and designs 
against given design criteria 
and consider the views of oth-
ers to improve their work  

• Communicate ideas using dif-
ferent strategies  

• Use research to inform design   

• Take risks to become innova-
tive and resourceful  

Lesson 1: Anglo-Saxon shields 

• Researching and designing an Anglo-Saxon shield. 

• Creating a shield using junk modelling materials.  
 
Lesson 2: Anglo-Saxon jewellery 

• Visiting Dover Museum to see the Anglo-Saxon artefacts.  

• Using clay to make our own piece of Anglo-Saxon style 
jewellery at the museum.  

 

Computing 
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Key Vocabulary: internet, networks, ideas, evaluate, world wide web, information, express, communicate, computer, technology, develop, generate 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• About computer networks, in-
cluding the internet, and how 
they provide multiple services 
such as the world wide web  

 

• Use some search technologies 
effectively and appreciate how 
some results are selected  

• Decide which questions to ask 
when using search engines  

Using search engines 

• Develop an understanding of how to retrieve digital 
content following simple searches online.  

• Provide key words and explanations to match eg search 
engine – something that allows you to search the world 
wide web.  

• Provide children with scenarios to allow them to retrieve 
digital content online 

• Provide children with scenarios to allow them to retrieve 
digital content online 

• Decide as a group which question to ask a search engine in 
order to find key information 

• Share terminology ‘URL’ and give some examples of 
different URLs for children to guess what type of website 
they would lead to 

PSHE 

Key Vocabulary: achievement, behaviour, resilience, action, growth mindset, fixed mindset, qualifications, experience, responsibilities, ambitions, 
stereotypes, opportunities, self-worth 

Key Objectives Learning Journey 

School Outcomes:  

• To understand why someone was courageous  

• To understand the effect of that courage   

• To understand the social issues affecting the champion  

• To relate the courage shown to our own goals  

• To understand that courage is the value that allows us to challenge 
ourselves  

 
Year Group Objectives: 

• to recognise respectful behaviours e.g. helping or including others, be-
ing responsible  

Lesson 1: Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock 

• Introduce our champion of courage. 

• Learn about her early life and the barriers she faced.  
 
Lesson 2: Stereotypes 

• To learn about common myths and gender stereotypes 

related to work. 

• Exploring how our champion of courage challenges those 

stereotypes. 

• Explore other examples of role models in different fields of 

work. 
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• how to model respectful behaviour in different situations e.g. at home, 
at school, online    

• the importance of self-respect and their right to be treated respect-
fully by others   

• what it means to treat others, and be treated, politely  

• the ways in which people show respect and courtesy in different cul-
tures and in wider society  

 
 

 
 

 

Lesson 3: I can do anything 

• To learn about jobs that people may have from different 

sectors e.g. teachers, business people, charity work.  

• To recognise my interests, skills and achievements and how 

these might link to future jobs 

Music 

Key Vocabulary: Keyboard, drums, bass, pentatonic scale, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture, structure, compose, improvise, hook, melody 

Unit Outcomes (Using Charanga planning) 

Listen & appraise Musical activities Perform & share 

• Identify the themes: Kindness, respect, friendship, 

acceptance and happiness. 

• Identify the instruments/voices: Keyboard, drums, bass, 

a female singer. 

• Explain how the words of the song tell a story. Does the 

music create a story in your imagination? What story? 

• Most children can complete the Bronze and 

Silver Challenges. Some will complete the 

Gold if working at greater depth. 

• Warm-up Games copy back, play, invent 

rhythmic and melodic patterns 

• Singing in 2 parts. 

• Play instrumental parts accurately and in 

time, as part of the performance 

• Improvise in the lessons and as part of the 

performance. 

• Children can contribute to the 

performance by singing, playing an 

instrumental part, improvising or by 

performing their composition. 

• Record the performance and discuss 

their thoughts and feelings towards it 

afterwards. Did they enjoy it? 

 

 


