
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 3 

 

Year 4 : Groovy Greeks 

In this topic we will be learning about:  Life in Ancient Greece, exploring Greek Myths,  making a Greek vase from pottery, Tennis in PE, Why Easter 
is important for RE.  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:  Introduction to Greeks all in annexe. Make headdresses, Greek food tasting, Theatre masks. 
Greek Olympic activites, making Greek vase from clay, Recorded news reports in role, Role play Mythical stories.  Class book of our own myths. 
 

English 

Core texts:  Theseus and the Minotaur, Hercules, Perseus and Medusa, Persephone and Hades and other Greek Myths. 

Key Vocabulary:  Mythology, Hero, Heroine, God, Goddess, quest, journey, Powerful, gifts, demigod, Ancient, Underworld, Stix. 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  
• Listen to a wide range of challenging stories, poems, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books, myths, legends and fairy stories  
• Identify themes and conventions and summarise these accurately and 
concisely  
• Infer characters' feelings, thoughts and motives and justify using evi-
dence  

Grammar & Punctuation  
• Punctuate direct speech with inverted commas and other punctuation 
(for example, a comma after the reporting clause)  
• Use fronted adverbials  
• Use commas after fronted adverbials  

   
Language & Vocabulary  

• Broaden range of figurative language to include metaphors, personifica-
tion and repetition  
• Begin to interweave characters, setting, plot and dialogue  

   
Text Structure & Features  

• Recognise themes eg good over evil, magical devices  

 
Week 1: Greek Myths:   
 
Read and appraise Greek myths. (audio, video and written 
throughout the week.)  
Find common features of myths.  
Hot-seat heroes or heroines. What do they all have in 
common?  Conscience corridor: Should Theseus enter the 
labyrinth?  
Create own mythical hero or heroine.  

Choose a God or Goddess and what they give to the 

hero. 

 
Week 2: Greek Myths:  
Explore themes in myths. Magpie best phrases for class 
list.  
Research and explore mythical beasts.  
Create own mythical beast and describe powers.  
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• Identify how language, structure, vocabulary, grammar and presenta-
tion contribute to meaning  

   
Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Discuss and record ideas  
• Draw on examples of writing when planning own work  
• Compose and practise sentences orally using an increasingly wide range 
of vocabulary and sentence structure  
• Suggest changes to grammar and vocabulary  
• Proofread work for spelling/punctuation errors  
• Assess others’ and own writing, suggesting improvements  

Empathise with characters and interview a God or 
Goddess.   
Verbally share ideas for our Greek Myths. 
 
Week 3: Greek myths:  
Plan my own Greek myth. Storyboard and share verbally 
your plans.  
Write a Greek style myth (x 4 days modelled and broken 
into sections) 
Make a class book of completed myths.   
 
Week 4: Science week 
 
Week 5 Playscripts:  
Read play scripts of Greek Myths and identify features.  
Practise and perform a short play.  
Change a Narrative to a play script.  
Improvise a play script for a Greek myth.   
 
Week 6: Playscripts  
Give selected scenes from Greek myths. 
Set the scene and write a cast list.  
Write a play script for a Greek myth scene in groups.  
Rehearse your play in groups.  
Perform your play and give feedback. 
 
 

Science 

Key Vocabulary:  Sound, vibration, pitch, soundwave, quiet, loud, soundproof, high, low, volume. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 
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• Identify how sounds are made, as-
sociating some of them with 
something vibrating  

• Recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travels through a medium 
to the ear  

• Find patterns between the pitch 
of a sound and features of the ob-
ject that produced it  

• Find patterns between the vol-
ume of a sound and the strength 
of the vibrations that produced it  

• Recognise that sounds get fainter 
as the distance from the sound 
source increases  

• Generate and answer scientific ques-
tions using evidence  

• Select most appropriate types of sci-
entific enquiry  

• Gather, classify, record and present 
data in a wide variety of ways  

• Report on findings orally and in writ-
ing using scientific language to an-
swer questions  

• Make systematic observations  

• Use results to draw simple conclu-
sions, make predictions and raise fur-
ther questions  

• Explain similarities, differences, 
changes related to scientific pro-
cesses and ideas  

• Suggest, set up and carry out simple 
practical enquiries  

• Understand comparative and fair 
tests  

• Confidently use range of equipment 
to measure accurately  

All learning to be completed during Science week  
(Week 4) 

 
 

KW grid for Sound. 

Go on a ‘Sound hunt’ inside and outside. 

Describe and explain sound sources (rice on drum, 

elastic bands etc.) 

Explain how different sounds travel. 

Explore ways to change the pitch of sounds. 

Investigate ways to absorb sounds. 

Sum up what we’ve learned this week. 
 

History 

Key Vocabulary:  Ancient Greece, Parthenon, soldiers, Olympics, democracy, philosophy, architecture, theatre, arts. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Extend chronological understand-
ing by exploring a theme over time  

• Understand how Britain has influ-
enced and been influenced by the 
wider world  

• Understand how knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources   

• Understand how and why the past 
is represented in different ways and 
explain this  

 
Week 1:  Step into Ancient Greece. Experience afternoon. 
Make headdresses, theatre masks, Greek food tasting all 
together in the Annexe.  
Week 2:  Who were the Ancient Greeks and where are 
they on a timeline? KW grid. Explore daily life in Ancient 
Greece. 
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• Select and organise relevant infor-
mation from a wider range of 
sources to answer historical ques-
tions  

• Regularly generate and answer a 
range of historically-valid questions 
about similarities and differences  

• Develop a range of historical vocab-
ulary   

Week 3: Explore the beliefs of the Ancient Greeks (Gods 
and Goddesses.) 
Week 5: Compare the Olympic games of Ancient Greece 
and today. 
Week 6:  Consider the legacy of ancient Greeks: 
Democracy, Philosophy, Architecture Arts. 
 
 

Art 

Key Vocabulary: Clay, shape, pattern, texture, create, inspiration. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

 
Ancient Greek artifacts give us clues about 
life at the time. 
 
Archaeologists dig and discover these. 

• Use a range of artistic vocabulary to 
discuss and evaluate work  

• In drawing, use a range of pencils 
and techniques to show effect, 
movement, perspective and reflec-
tion  

• Apply art and design techniques 
with creativity, experimentation 
and increasing awareness  

• Draw on work of other artists for in-
spiration and begin to emulate their 
style  

Explore patterns on Greek vases and make sketches in 
sketchbooks. 
Make a Greek vase from clay. 
Paint patterns in black on the vases. 

Design & Technology 

Key Vocabulary:   

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Apply understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen in order to rein-
force more complex structures  

 

• Take risks to become innovative and 
resourceful   

• Communicate, generate and de-
velop ideas using a range of strate-
gies  

Linked to Art. 
 
Make  a Greek temple from paper in groups. 
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• Use research to inform design and 
develop design criteria  

• Select from and use a wider range 
of tools, equipment, materials and 
components accurately to make 
prototypes  

• Evaluate and own and others’ work, 
suggesting improvements and con-
sider the views of others to improve 
their work  

• Investigate a range of existing prod-
ucts in a range of relevant contexts  

Computing 

Key Vocabulary: Search engines, network, world wide web, functions, content, source. 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• How to use search engines. 

• Key words needed. 

• How to search safely. 

• How to use reliable search engines 
for children. 

• Understand computer networks in-
cluding the internet and how they 
provide multiple services  

• Use search technologies effectively 
and appreciate how results are se-
lected and ranked  

• Evaluate the reliability of digital con-
tent   

• Begin to ask and answer questions 
based on the reliability of digital 
content  

Use search engines to retrieve content. 
Features and functions of search engines. 
Appraise various webpages by answering set questions. 
 

PSHRE 

Key Vocabulary: Champion, courage, civil rights, protest, equality, differences, similarities,  

Key Objectives Learning Journey 

School Outcomes:  

• To understand why someone was courageous  

• To understand the effect of that courage   

Maya Angelou 
 

What is a Champion of Courage? 
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• To understand the social issues affecting the champion  

• To relate the courage shown to our own goals  

• To understand that courage is the value that allows us to challenge ourselves  
 
Year Group Objectives: 

• to recognise differences between people such as gender, race, faith  

• to recognise what they have in common with others e.g. shared values, 
likes and dislikes, aspirations  

• about the importance of respecting the differences and similarities be-
tween people   

• a vocabulary to sensitively discuss difference and include everyone 
 

Introduce Maya Angelou – who was she? Why is she 
important? 
Explore the civil rights movement and her part in it. Link 
to other civil rights campaigners. 
Relate her actions to things we need to stand up for. 
 
 

Music 

Key Vocabulary: Unison, by ear, notation, improvise, melody, pitch, rhythm, pulse, composition, backing vocal, piano, bass, drums, organ, tempo, 

dynamics, texture, structure, compose, hook, riff, melody, solo 

Unit Outcomes (Using Charanga planning) 

Listen & appraise Musical activities Perform & share 

• Identify the piece’s structure: Intro, verse 1, 

chorus, verse 2, bridge, chorus, bridge, verse 

3, outro. 

• Identify the instruments/voices: Male vocal, 

backing vocal, piano, bass, drums, organ. 

• Find the pulse whilst listening and identify 

tempo changes, changes in dynamics and 

texture 

• Most children can complete the Bronze and 

Silver Challenges. Some will complete the Gold 

if working at greater depth. 

• Warm-up Games copy back, play, invent 

rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

• Singing in unison. 

• Play instrumental parts accurately and in time, 

as part of the performance. 

• Improvise in the lessons and as part of the 

performance 

• Children can contribute to the performance by 

singing, playing an instrumental part, 

improvising or by performing their 

composition.  

• Record the performance and discuss their 

thoughts and feelings towards it afterwards.  

• Did they enjoy it? What went well? What could 

have been better? 
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• Compose a simple melody using simple 

rhythms and use it as part of the performance 

 

 


