
Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 3 

 

Year 5:  Globetrotters 

In this topic we will be learning about:  Globetrotters  
 
Some of our WOW moments will be:   
$th January – 8th February – ‘Dynamo Cricket’ being taught by Kent Cricket  
Week 1 – full immersion ‘Journey into the Solar System’ week  
Week 2 - Earth and Space workshop with Kent University Phd student  
Week 7 – Visiting a country a day  
 
Week beginning 23rd January- Multicultural arts week: 
 

English 

Core texts: Around the world in 80 days  

Key Vocabulary: solar system, gaseous, gravitational pull, planetary, Northen Hemisphere, comet, rotate, Southern Hemisphere, asteroid, axis, 
seasonal, meteoroid, revolve, lunar, galaxy, orbit, eclipse and rotation 

National Curriculum Objectives Learning Journey 

Comprehension  

• Read/discuss an increasingly wide range of challenging stories, poems, plays, 
non-fiction and reference books, myths, legends and fairy stories  

• Make comparisons within and across books, commenting on similarities and dif-
ferences between texts  

• Infer characters' feelings, thoughts and motives and justify using evidence  
Grammar & Punctuation  

• Build cohesion within a paragraph  

• Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and number or by 
varying tense   

Language & Vocabulary  

• Become familiar with the language of writing eg figurative language, style and 
effect  

• Select appropriate language and vocabulary to reflect their understanding of 
audience and purpose  

 
Colours link to NC intention and task 
Week 1- Full immersion cross curricular week - 
  space theme  

• Watch videos, read books and explore diagrams 
of planetary movements 

• Describe orally what is happening  

• Record key facts about planets (sun does not 
move, earth rotates on axis) 

• Imbed new scientific vocabulary  

• Drama/role play – re-enact movement of Earth 
and moon (assign each child a role) 
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Plan, Draft, Edit & Evaluate  

• Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words  

• Identify audience and purpose of writing  

• Note and develop initial ideas drawing from reading  

• Select appropriate grammar and punctuation and understand how these can 
change/enhance meaning  (to be taught in key skills) 

• Assess effectiveness of own and others’ writing   

• Propose changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to enhance mean-
ing/effectiveness  

• Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, dis-
tinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the ap-
propriate register  

Text Structure & Features  

• Use further organisational and presentational devices to structure text  

Week 2 – write explanation text on how the solar system 
works  

• SpaG relative clauses (to help add clarity to new 
terms)  

• Use conjunctions and adverbials to add 
information and explain processes (as earth 
rotates, … when the north pole faces away from 
the sun, … in addition, … therefore, …) 

Write an explanation text relating to the solar system eg 
day and night, seasons 

• Identify the features of an explanation text. 

• Plan an explanation text.  

• Write an explanation text incorporating scientific 
knowledge incorporating relative clauses, 
conjunction and adverbials for cohesion. 

• Edit and improve my writing. 
Week 3 – focus on a journey into space (moon landing)  
Two weeks  

• Read and identify features of news reports. (Does 
Vipers have newspaper reports to read in key 
skills this week to focus on?) 

• Research and make notes on moon landing 

• Role play – news reporters interviewing key 
historical figures from moon landing  

• Plan a newspaper report. 
Week 4 –Write a newspaper report  

• Write a newspaper report (three day task) 

• Edit, improve and assess my writing with peers 

• Creative writing lesson (writing for fun) 
Key skills – read ‘80 days around the world’ 
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Week 5 – Recount/ Pin journey on world map/ explore 
different perspectives eg. Hot air balloon   
Decide on which 5 countries they would like to explore 
the following week  
Week 6 – A country a day (diary entry each afternoon to 
create recount of own journey around the world in 80 
days)  
Country a day focus:  
Time zone (set challenges linked to time zones) 
Geographical location (oceans etc) 
Ariel photos 
Physical differences (key landmarks) 
Language/culture  
Food 
 
 
 

Science 

Key Vocabulary: solar system, planet, Earth, axis, relative, spherical, rotate, orbit, Mercury, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, sun, 
moon, gaseous and Pluto  

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Describe the movement of the Earth 
and other planets relative to the Sun 
in the solar system  

• Describe the movement of the Moon 
relative to the Earth  

• Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical bodies  

• Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night and the appar-
ent movement of the Sun across the 
sky   

• Record data/results of increasing 
complexity using diagrams, classifications 
keys, tables, bar and line graphs   

• Identify scientific evidence that has been 
used to support/refute arguments  

Week 1 – Full immersion, cross curricular week  

• Watch videos, read books and explore diagrams 
of planetary movements 

• Label diagram of solar system and learn names of 
planets by rote (DT project of the solar system) 

• Record key facts about planets (sun does not 
move, earth rotates on axis) 

• Imbed new scientific vocabulary  

• Drama/role play – re-enact movement of Earth 
and moon (assign each child a role) 
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• Finish week with questions to ask during science 
workshop and inform planning for rest of the 
term 

 
Week 2 -  
Earth and Space workshop with Kent University student  
Science Day  
Scientific enquiry  

• Create a model of the solar system with fruit  

• Recreate how the earth orbits the sun  

• Phases of the moon (total eclipse with an Oreo 
biscuit) 

• The moon’s effect on the earth  

• Shadow experiment (s) 
Week 5  

• Explore how opinion and ideas about our earth 
and solar system have changed over time  

Geography 

Key Vocabulary: Equator, longitude, latitude, Prime Meridian, Greenwich, meridian line, axis, time difference, time zone, rotation, hemisphere, 
daylight, Souther, Northern, terrestrial and GMT 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Locate majority of world’s coun-
tries and cities using maps and 
identify environmental regions, key 
physical/human features  

• Identify position of latitude/longi-
tude and N/S hemispheres  

• Identify positions of tropics of  

• Cancer/Capricorn, Arctic and Ant-
arctic  

• Identify position of Prime / Green-
wich Meridian time zones  

• Securely use world maps, atlases 
and globes and digital mapping to 
build knowledge of the wider world  

• Observe, record and present physi-
cal features of local area, using 
maps, sketches, plans, graphs and 
digital technology  

• Use 8-point compass, grid refer-
ences and Ordnance survey maps  

 

Week 2- Use atlas to identify countries/ continents and 
use compass directions. 
Identify position of latitude/ longitude and N&S 
hemispheres. 
Identify tropics of Caner/Capricorn, Artic and Antarctic 
Week 3 – Sir Francis Drake  
Sailed around the world  
Week 5 – to create working wall display. 

• Link text about travelling the world – Around the 
world in 80 days. 



Thematic Curriculum 
 

Medium Term Plan: Term 3 

• Examine geographical similarities 
and differences (regions of UK, Eu-
ropean country and N/S America) 
and communicate geographically  

• Explain key aspects of physical ge-
ography (climate zones, vegetation 
belts, mountains, earthquakes, vol-
canoes, biomes)  

 

• Use map scale to estimate approximately how far 
is travelled. 

• Discuss time zones with children and discuss new 
terminology eg Prime Meridian. 

• Set range of challenges eg Passenger leaves NYC 
at 8pm on a Sunday and flies to Calcutta. The 
journey takes 9.5 hours so what time do they 
arrive in local time? 

 
Week 6 – Full immersion cross curricular week (add to 
working wall). 
 Imagine the journey were to be by plane, share aerial 
photos of various locations on this route – can children 
use geographical understanding and language to identify 
which is which eg This photo shows a land-locked area so 
it can’t be...This area shows long mountain ranges so it 
must be... Attach these images to map of route, 
examining similarities and differences. 
Country a day focus:  
Time zone (set challenges linked to time zones) 
Geographical location (oceans etc) 
Ariel photos 
Physical differences (key landmarks) 
Language/culture  
Food 

Art 

Key Vocabulary:  technique, atmosphere, emulate, mood, evaluate, recreate, enhance, style, inspiration, individual, develop, communicate, 
variety, geometric, organic, tint, tone, montage and texture  

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Capture artistic process in sketch-
book  

• In drawing, use a range of pencils 
to begin to develop a personal 

• Improve mastery of art and design 
techniques with a wide range of ma-
terials  

 

Week 1– Space themed collage in the style of Andy Avenue. 
Week 3 – Recreate Van Gough’s, “ A Starry Night. 
Week 4 - Week beginning 23rd January- Multicultural arts 
week 
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style, drawing on work of other art-
ists  

• In collage, with increasing confi-
dence, combine visual and tactile 
qualities  

• Use a range of artistic vocabulary 
to communicate ideas, discuss and 
evaluate work / other art works  

• Communicate ideas and comment 
on artworks using artistic language  

 
 

 Week 5 – Look at the works of Russian artist Andrei 
Sokolov and create a piece of work in his style. Children are 
to experiment with the use of colour in their sketch books 
before attempting the finished piece.  
 
 
 

Design & Technology 

Key Vocabulary:  long-haul, aviation, transport, dimensions, space-saving, functionality, aesthetics, conditions, air-tight, customised, pressure, 
functional, designing, engaging and interactions 

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Making connections to real / rele-
vant problems by applying under-
standing of mechanical systems  

• Drawing on disciplines & making 
connections to wider subject areas, 
apply understanding of computing 
to program, monitor & control 
products  

• According to their functional prop-
erties and aesthetic properties, se-
lect from and use a wide range of 
tools, equipment, materials and 
components accurately to make 
high quality prototypes  

• Generate own design criteria and 
evaluate ideas and products 
against these  

• Communicate, generate, develop 
and model ideas using a range of 
strategies  

• Use research to inform design and 
generate own design criteria  

• Communicate, generate and de-
velop ideas drawing on other disci-
plines  

• Confidently take calculated risks to 
become innovative, resourceful and 
enterprising  

 

Week 3 – DT focus  
– Research moon buggy designs 
--Plan and design a moon buggy. Children to research what 
qualities their moon buggy will need to have. 
 - Build a moon buggy. 
– Test and evaluate their moon buggy. 
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• Investigate and analyse a range of 
existing products that address real 
/ relevant problems in a range of 
contexts  

• Understand how key events and in-
dividuals in D&T helped to shape 
the world 

Computing 

Key Vocabulary: controlling, simulating, physical, sequence, decomposing, systems, election, repetition, variables, reasoning, output, input, 
logical, sprite and scoring  

We will know…. (Knowledge) We will know how to… (Skill) Learning Journey 

• Write and debug programs that ac-
complish specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical 
systems  

• Solve problems by decomposing 
the into smaller parts  

• Use sequence, selection and a repe-
tition in programs  

• Accurately manipulate variables 
and various forms of input / output  

•  

• Use logical reasoning to understand 
how algorithm work and detect and 
correct errors in algorithm and 
programs   

• program an on-screen sprite to draw nested 
squares using procedures and sub-procedures   

• Children to create a game that depicts journey 

around the world 

• Provide design criteria (eg inputs, outputs, sub-

procedures, sensors, values and variables) 

• Refine procedures to improve desired outcomes 

through the use of loops or repeats 

• Evaluate in groups the efficiency of the game and 

explain the process of creating the game 

PSHRE 

Key Vocabulary: 

Key Objectives Learning Journey 

• Safer internet day 7th February  

• This learning will all be blocked into that week (wb: 6/2/23) 

 

• Media literacy & Digital resilience: 

• to identify different types of media and their different purposes e.g. to 
entertain, inform, persuade or advertise 

Week 1 - Zones of regulation lessons Tues 3rd/ Wed 4th af-
ternoons.  
Calming strategies, identifying triggers of emotions and 
how to deal with them. Devising a toolkit to support the 
zones of regulation individuals needs.    
Week 5 – Identify how to recognise fake news and media 
stereotypes.  
Week 6 – Internet safety (Tuesday 7th February).  
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• basic strategies to assess whether content online (e.g. research, news, reviews, 
blogs) is based on fact, opinion, or is biased  

• that some media and online content promote stereotypes 

• how to assess which search results are more reliable than others 

• to recognise unsafe or suspicious content online  

• how devices store and share information 

Celebrating 20 years of Safer Internet Day and the theme 
together for a better internet. Cyber bullying and friends 
online focus.   

 

 


