
 

1 October 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a busy couple of weeks at school, getting into the swing of the new term. The children 

have been very settled and seem to be enjoying their new year groups.  

Thankfully, our new ties were delivered this week and they have finished the school uniform off 

beautifully.  

There is a rumour circulating that we are no longer part of the Multi Academy Trust. I must inform you 

that this is NOT the case, we are still very much a part of The Dover Federation for the Arts, Multi 

Academy Trust. The ties are the same across the 3 primary schools, with Astor Secondary School 

having a slight variation. I hope this clears up any misunderstanding.   

Coats and School Uniform 

With the weather changing now following our lovely September, please can I ask that your child always 

has a waterproof coat with them, as the weather changes throughout the day. Thank you.  

Please ensure your child wears school shoes to school each day, NOT trainers, as per our school 

uniform.  

Road Safety Workshops 

Children in Years 3 and 4 took part in a road safety awareness workshop this week. They were all very 

attentive and this will hopefully ensure their safety in the future.  

Class Dojo 

We still do not have all families signed up to Dojo.  

If you are not connected, please do so as the Class teachers use this to correspond with you, set 

homework and post photos. I also use it to post ‘quick’ news and reminders.  

If you are having difficulty, please do not hesitate to contact us and we will do our best to help.  

School Council 

We are so pleased that we have been able to form the School Council again this year. The children in 

each class took part in hustings and held elections. The following children were chosen to represent 

their classes- 

Percy Jackson Class - Lyndan 

Mad Hatter Class - Nazia 

Dobby Class - Tommy 

Ikabog Class - Brody 



Peter Pan Class - Ollie 

Pinnochio Class - Willis 

Gruffalo Class -Mia 

Paddington Class - Violet 

Congratulations to you all – we look forward to working with you.  

School Photographs 

As we did not have our school ties delivered in time, we had to postpone photos again. They are now 

booked in for Thursday 21 October. We will remind you nearer the time.  

Parent Consultations 

For the first parent consultations of the year, we have taken the decision to keep them via telephone 

call. This will ensure that contact is limited, keeping everyone as safe as possible. We will hopefully be 

able to offer face-to-face consultations in the new year.  

Harvest Festival 

Year 4 children will be leading our Harvest celebrations on Friday 8 th October. The children will sing 

and read their poems in our Teams Assembly. A link will be sent out to parents to join at 09:15 and it 

will also be recorded so parents can watch it later. We will be collecting donations for the Dover 

Foodbank next week. Please only do so if you are able. Many thanks. 

Secondary school applications 

The applications for secondary school places are open now for Year 6 parents. Please note, 

applications must be made before 1st November 2021. If you require assistance with the application, 

please contact the office.  

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places 

Colds and other illnesses 

Thanks to all parents who are checking to make sure they are ok to send their children into school. 

There seems to be lots of colds and other ‘bugs’ around now. We are happy that children are in school, 

if they do not have symptoms of COVID 19, and if they have been clear of sickness for 24 hours. If 

children have any of the 3 main symptoms of COVID we ask that you seek a PCR test as the lateral 

flow devices are not designed for this.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. This can be done via the telephone, 

school email barton@barton.school or via Class Dojo. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Best Wishes 

Melanie O’Dell 

Headteacher 
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