
 
 

Progression of Skills: Art 

 

Skills EYFS Key Stage 1  
(Years 1 & 2) 

Lower Key Stage 2 
(Years 3 & 4) 

Upper Key Stage 2 
(Year 5 & 6) 

By the end of Year 6 we 
want our Barton pupils to 

be able to… 

Drawing  
(pencil, charcoal, inks,  
chalk, pastels, ICT  
software) 

Begin to use a variety of drawing 
tools.  
Use drawings to tell a Story. 
Investigate different lines.  
Explore different textures. Encourage 
accurate drawings of  
people. 

Extend the variety of  
drawings tools & surfaces. Explore 
different textures. Develop 
observational  
drawings. 

Develop close  
observation skills,  
introducing scale,  
proportion, perspective & 3D. 

Further develop close  
observation skills,  
enhancing scale,  
proportion, perspective.  
Use a sketchbook to plan,  
experiment, collect ideas  
& inform finished work. 

We aim to develop  
children that are  
creative, imaginative  
and evaluative artists.  
We hope to inspire this  
creativity through  
exposure to a range of  
artists from different  
historical periods and  
cultures and through  
the use of a range of  
media that children can 
use with increasing skill 
and expertise. 

Colour  
(painting, ink, dye,  
textiles, pencils, 
crayon, pastels) 

To experiment with using and mixing 
primary colours  
Learn to name the primary and 
secondary colours. Use a range of 
tools to make coloured marks. 

To experiment with using and mixing 
secondary colours.  
Explore applying colour  
with a range of tools. Make different 
tones of one colour. Darken colours 
without using black. 

Explore different tones of colour. 
Introduce different types  
of brushes. Apply colour using different  
techniques such as  
dotting, scratching and  
splashing. Observe  
colours surrounding us.  
Explore colour to reflect mood. 

Experiment with using  
colour for a purpose, hue, tint, tone, 
shades and mood.  
Explore the use of texture in colour. 

Texture  
(textiles, clay, sand,  
plaster, stone) 

Explore handling and  
manipulating different  
materials. Join in with sensory 
experiences.  
Make simple collages.  
Explore simple weaving. 

Explore weaving.  
Experiment with collage by overlapping 
and overlaying to create effects. To be 
introduced to simple sewing 
techniques. 

To explore different sewing techniques 
and compare different fabrics. Explore 
observation and design of textural art. 
Experiment with  
creating mood, feeling and movement.  

To use stories, music,  
poems as stimuli. Select and use 
materials independently.  
Develops experience in embellishing 
Applies knowledge of different 
techniques to express feelings.  
Work collaboratively on a larger scale. 

Form  
(3D work, clay, dough,  
boxes, wire, paper  
sculpture, mod roc ) 

Explore handling, feeling and  
manipulating materials by  
constructing, building and  
destroying. Experiment with 
manipulating shape. 

Construct using materials  
to make known objects for a purpose. 
Explore carving, pinching and rolling 
coils and slabs using a modelling media. 
Make simple joins Develop an 
awareness of natural and man-made 
forms. 

Shape, form, model and  
construct malleable and  
rigid materials. Plan and  
develop an understanding of  
different adhesives and methods of 
construction.  
Explore patterns and textures.  
Analyse and interpret natural and 
manmade forms of construction. 

Plan and develop ideas  
Considering shape, form,  
model and joining techniques.  
Discuss and evaluate own  
work and that of other sculptors. 
Explore the properties of media. 

Printing  
(found materials,  
fruit/veg, wood blocks,  
press print, lino, string) 

Explore printing using a variety of 
objects.   

   
 

Create patterns Develop 
impressed Images.  Relief 
printing. Print with a growing 
range of objects.  

   

Explore relief and impressed printing 
techniques. Explore 
textures/patterns. Experiment with 
colour mixing through overlapping 
colour prints.   

   

Design prints. Explore printing 
techniques used by various artists. 
Discuss and evaluate own work and 
that of others.   
   


